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P , May 4, 1956

Mr. Richard S. Perkin, President

The Perkin-Elmer Corporanon

Main Avenue

Norwalk, Connecncut

e DeATDICKS s i e )

‘ \“, o ‘ Iam askmg to have this letter forwarded to you in Europe in the
LT : mterest of saving a pxt of time, ‘and hope you will find it possible to adnow:
S 1edge it. - Several- members of the Amateur Telescope Makers at the Harvard -
i o Observatory have ‘éxpressed interest from time to time in a design I men. .’ ;‘

‘tioned to them of an off-axis Maksutov Collimator System of the form that
.‘Rod is having made up-in two focal lengths. This collimator should make a
-very fine astronornical te1e8cope, and avoids the usual difficulty with spider
support system, “Also, since this off-axis Maksutov System hgs in effect a
sealed optmal path 'the mxrrors should remam bnght and free of dust for ‘

. Last falt"l”designed two such systems for R.od, the ﬁrs,t hawng a 4-
iuch clea.r apert;xre ‘and. ﬁglOO-‘lﬁch equivalent ioca.lalength “The second has . .-* '
i ipe: ﬁn;' 'and a"300-inch focal length i This form of system

SWeve I; bexng essenti Ly a"Cassegraln type ' S

‘T'r "

DR ;Smbe th.ts optg__ia.l desxgn is in effect own.ed by The Perkin-Elmer Cor-

, ooratiOn. =1 thou; ht_.ymiwmxght like. to consider the request and perhaps ‘write .

5 a ateur's Clu,b ‘at the Harvard Observatory to nge 25)(1

_'4 cndipg him ign figures. 'Probably there:isno’, " ;
hl on, this des;g)n@.nyway, smce it is'a stralghtfor- -

RN 4 ;.'I hope you'are having a fme and successful tnp abroad a.nd Ehzabeth
and I wére hoth delighted ’to hear that Gladys has flown over to Jom you. Get
some rest, a.nd 1 hope you wxll fmd the tnp most refreéhing o
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Wxth best regards,
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